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5 An Heretick after the firſt and ſecond Admonition 
, rejeft, knowing that be that is ſuch, is ſubverted, 
aud 7 inneth, ing condemn'd of . 
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| Romans xiv. 1. OS. 
; Him that is weak in the Faith receive, but not to 


HE Controverſy in the primitive 
Church, relating to Meats, and 
Days, roſe to ſuch a Height, that 
the Fewiſh and Gentile Converts, . 
tho' united in the fame Faith, yet 
judg'd and diſpis'd one another. 
This uncharitable Spirit of Diviſion 
| 2 prevail'd in the ſucceeding Ages of the Church. 
N to it 3 ry enlarg'd their aer : 
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of Moderation and airy to ſuch a Latitude as to 


receive into their Fellowſhip thoſe who are ſubverted 
in the Faith. 


To fix a Medium bet wixt thoſe Extreams is a Mat- 


ter of great Difficulty and Importance. The Words 
read to you have a natural Tendency to e on 
End, Him that is weak, &c. but an Heretick, N 
The various Chriſtian Vertu are inſeparably link 
togetber, and the Diſciples of Chriſt are ſometimes 
characteriz'd by one Grace, ſometimes by another: 
In my Text they are deſcrib'd by this Character, 
that they are i the Faith. The Word Faith, fi ignifies 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity: It alſo ſignifies the 
Reception given to theſe Doctrines; 3 borh gre in- 
cluded in this Phraſe, Him that's in the Faith, 


THE Apoſtle allo diſtinguiſhes them that are in 
the Faith into two Glaſſes ; he owns they are all 


Brethren in Chriſt, and Sei vants of one Lord, but 


ſome he calls ſtrong, others weak in the Faith. 


Tux Deſign of this Diſtin&ion is to obviate an 
Objection might be made by the Gentiles againſt re- 


Beens Fellowſhip with the Jews, becauſe of their 
Weakneſs in the Faith; bur the Apoſtle taught them 
this was no relevant Objection, and that they ought 


to receive them not to uncharitable Cenſures for 
things which through the Piejudices of Education 
were doubtful to them, and not of ſuch Importance 


as to deſtroy their Characters as credible Profefſors 


of the Chriſtian Faith, This apoſtolick Injunction 


ſtill obliges the Chriſtian Church to receive into her 


Fellowſhip them that are weak in the Faith; but 


it's plain from the Command given to Titus, thar 
an Heretic is to be rejected. 


Method. IL Sar, through Divine Aſſiſtance, 


1. ExpLAlN the Character which the Apoſtle 
ges of a Ne af Chritt, that he 1s in the Faith; 


an} 


T5 


and this will lead me to confi ler the Nature of 6 q 


Hereſy, and the Diſtinction between the weak and 
ſtrong in the Faith. 


24ly, I SHALL explain the Duty of receiving them 


that are weak in the Faith. 
34ly, ConcLuDt with ſome Inferences. 
Tnar we may- the better underſtand the Cha- 


racter of a Diſciple of Chriſt given in the Text, it's 


neceſſary to obſerve, that one may be in the Faith, 


two ways, viz. in the Heart, and by Profeſſion, 
Rom. x. g. To believe in the Heart, comprehends, 

frirſt, the Knowledge of, and an aſſent to the moſt 
neceſſary Articles of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 1ſa. liii. 
11. John viii. 24. If they believe not, &c. 


24ly, To believe in the Heart, inclutes the Con- 


| ſent of the Will, and Confidence in Chriſt : a naked 
afſent to the Truth that Chriſt is the Son of God 

does not conſtitute juſtifying Faith; the Devils be- 
lieve that, and tremble. The Chriſtian Revelation is 
worthy of all Acceptation, A Diſciple of Chriſt 
mult not only believe that the Chriſtian Religion is 
true, but approve of the Goodneſs of it; he muſt 


highly value and prize the Method of Redemptio 


thro' Chriſt, and count all things loſs for the Excellency 
/ the Knowledge of Chriſt ; he _ conſent with his 
Will to receive Chriſt and the Offers and Promiſes 
of Salvation, on the Terms of the Goſpel. 


Tur original Words which are tranſlated Faith, 


and Believing, in the inſpir'd Writings, and other 


Authors, frequently ſignifies Truſt and Confidence; 


elpecially when joyn'd with the Greek Prepoſitions, 
John ii. 24. Luke xvi. 11. The Greek Word which 
in theſe Texts is tranſlated commit, and truſt, in the 


xiv of John is render'd believing : Ne believe in God, 
believe alſo in me, Believing in God, is more than to 
belicye that there is a God it implies Sg”. in 


God: 
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not. And, therefore, 


(85 


God : and ſo does believing in Chriſt ſignify Con- 


dence in him. The unbelieving Jews and Greeks 
counted the Doctrine of Chriſt crucified, Fooliſhne/s, 
1 Cor. i. 23. I hey were alſo unwilling to come to 
Chriſt, Jobz v. 40. On the other hand true Believers 


ſee the Glor 'y of God in the Face of Chriſt : They will- 
ingly receive him, and cordially embrace the Offers 


and Promiſes of Salvation thro' him. This is evi- 


dent from the various Similitudes and Expreſſins 

by which the Nature of Faith is deſcrib'd in Scrip- 
ture; ſuch as coming, leaning, committing, receiv- 
ing, embracing, John 1. 12. Heb. xi. 13 


3 ly, To be in the Faith in the Heart, imports the 
powerful Influence that Faith hath on Believers; 


to be in the Fleſh, to be in the Bond of Iniquity, 


and to die in Sin, are Phraſes which ſignify a Per- 


ſon's being under the Power and Dominion of Sin. 


To be in Chriſt, and in the Spirit, is to be under 
the Influences of Chriſt and the Holy Spirit. In 
like manner, to be in the Faith, is to be under the 
Influence of that Grace which is very powerful. 


Faith is the bond of Union between Chriſt and his 
- Church, Eph. iii. 17. And Faith by uniting us to 
Chrütt, derives from him all the Bleſſings of the New 


Covenant. Faith juſtifies the Sinner in the Sight of 
God ; Faith purifies the Heart, reforms the Life, 


quenches the fiery Darts of the Wicked, gives a 


Victory over the World, fills the Mind with Joy 


unſpeakable and full of Glory, and entitles the Be- 


liever to the glorious Privilege of a Child of God. 


I have now deſcrib'd a Diſciple of Chriſt as believing 


with the Heart; in this reſpect the Apoſtle Paul, 
Cor. xiii. 7. directs all Chriſtians to examine e 


whether they be in the Faith or not; but the Church 


can't judge whether Men believe in their Hearts, or 


200 Tur 


CF I 
 2dly, THE Character given of a Diſciple of Chriſt : 
in the Text, mutt be explain'd of a profeſs'd Sub- 


jection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 2 Cor. ix. 13. In — 


this reipe& the Church can judge who are in the 


Faith, and who not: to render luch a Profeſſion cre- 
dible in the view of the Church, it muſt be, 


if. GRavE and ſerious, ſuch as in the Judgment 


olf Charity we may ſuppoſe to be ſincere: To profeſs 


the Chriſtian Name in a way of redicule, can no 


more entitle a Perſon to the Character of a Believer, 


thim the Van mentioning of the Name of JESUS 

by the vagabond Sons of Sceva, could quality them 

to work Mise 1 
24ly. To render the Profeſſion of our Faith cre- 


dible, it muſt in ſome meaſure be accompanied with 


a ſuitable Behaviour, He that names the Name of Chriſt 
ſhould depart from Iniquity. Habitual, ſcandalous Im- 
moralities, deſtroy the Character of a Believer, they 


are a virtual denying of the Faith, 1 Tim, v. 8 And 
thus many profeſs to know God, who in Works der:y 
UV 3 


zaly, HERESsx deſtroys the Character of a Believer, 
and Credibility of his Proteſſion. It's neceſſary, there- 
fore, to enquire into the Nature of Hereſy, that we 
may the better underſtand when a Perſon makes ſuch 


a credible Proleſſion of being in the Faith as enutles 


him to the Communion of Saints. 4 
Tu Word Hereſy is ſometimes taken in a general 
indifferent Senſe, for a Sect or Party, diſtinguiſhed 
from others by particular Sentiments. In this Senſe 
Cyprian calls the Chriſtian Religion an Hereſy; and 


the Apoſtle Paul ſays, he was of the Hereſy of the 


Phariſees, Acts xxvi 5. But the Word Hereſy carries 
in it ſometimes an heavy Charge ot Sin; it's reckon- 
ed among the Fruits of the Fleſh, Gal. v. 20. And the 
Word Heretic is us'd in a very criminal Senſe, Tir, 
| „ | ll, 10. 
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li. 10. An Heretick, &c. The Word | rnb, here, 
as in ſeveral other places of Scripture, hath an Em- 
phaſis in it, and ſignifies that the Heretick's Sin is 
exceeding great. Some place the Sinfulneſs of /Zereſy 
not in Error, or falſe Doctrine, but ina ſtated Rupture. W 
of Communion, furious Party-making, needles Di- = | 
viſions from ſelfiſh Views, contrary to Conſcience, x, 
and about any Matter whatſoever. | 

Ornens ſay, that where there is, properly ſpeak- 
ing, Error of Judgment, there can't be Here; but 
that it conſiſts in wilfully maintaining falſe Doctrine 
for baſe Ends, when a Perſon is convinc'd in Con- 

ſcience that theſe Doctrines are Contrary to Chriſti 
anity. 

Bur I apprehend, that pernicious falſe Doctrine, 
ſubverſive of Chriſtianity, when believed and enter- 
tain'd in the Heart, is Here/y in the Soul; and when ' 

of Choice maintain'd before the World, and perſiſt 7 
ed in, after Admonition, is Hereſy in Profeſſion, for 
which the Heretick is to be rejected. 

Wich of theſe Deſcriptions are moſt agreeable 
to the Scripture Meaning of the Word . is 
now to be conſidered. | 

© SexING the Word Zereſy in the general Senſe, 
_ fignifies a Party diſtinguiſh'd from others by a Diver- 
ſity of Sentiments, it naturally follows, that in a 
criminal Senſe, it ſignifies pernicious falſe Doctrine 
profeſs'd by that Sect, or what was ſuppos'd to be 1 
ſuch; bur I ſee no reaſon to make a Rupture of the * 
external Communion of the Church, eſſential to tage 
Nature of Hereſy. 

TE Phariſees and Sadduces were different Sects 

among the Jews, and that which conſtituted them 
different Sects, was the Diverſity of their Doctrine, | 
Mat. xvi. 12, Cc. Acts xxiii. 8. The Sadduces /ay, 
3 theres is no Reſurrection, neither Angel nor Spirit, _— 
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_ the Phariſees confeſ5'd both. IT don't find by the in- 


ſpir'd Writings, or other Authors, that they broke 


Communion with one another in the Temple Wor- 
ſhip ; and it's plain the Rebuke our Saviour gave the 
Sadduces, was not for breaking Communion with the 
Phariſees, but for falſe Doctrine, Mark xii. 24, 27. 


The Apoſtle Peter and Barnabas, thro' Fear and 


Diſſimulation broke the Communion of the Gentiles, 


their Sin was rather Schiſin than Fereſy., People 


 ſmetimes divide about the Choice of Miniſters, one 
is for Paul, another for Apollos, this often creates 
Alienation of Affection, and too often grows into a 


ſtated Rupture of Communion. To brand all ſuch 
Dwiſions wich the Name of Hereſy, is a confound- 


ing the Nature of Hereſj and Schiſin. 
IT's ſaid, that Schiſim is a Rent without a Rupture 


of Communion, but that Sects formed in a {tated Se- 
paration of Communion are Hereſes. But I think a2 
Breach of Communion is only a higher Degree of 
Schiſm. If all who criminally make and keep up 
Separations in the Church, be Herericks, then this 


their Hereſy perſiſted in would exclude them from 


the Kingdom of Heaven, Gal. v. But this is too un- 


charitable a Sentence againſt many who are truely in 


the Faith, and yet chargeable with breaking the ex- 


ternal Communion of the Church, 


ONE Branch of Accuſation brought by Tertullus 
the Orator, againſt the Apoſtle Paul, Acts xxiv. 5. is, 


that he was a Ang-leager of tie Sele of the Nazarenes. 


5 he Apoſtle anſwers this with an Explication, ver. 
4. After the ay which they call Here eſy, ſo worſhip 7 


| ihe God of my Fathers, belizving all things written in 


the Law and the Prophets, The Words may be para- 


phras'd thus, © My Accuſors look on me as a Ring- 
leader among the Nazarenes, whom they judge o 
be a bad Sect, maintaining talle Doctrines, and 
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Worſhip, that I believe Chriſt is the Son of God, 
that he roſe from the Dead, that I ſhould honour 
the Son as I honour the Father; - for this Faith of 


W 5 & 


« queſtion, ver. 21, For this Hope of the Promiſe 
ce made to our Fathers, I land and am judged, chap. 


ce xxvi. 6. But I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
0 


** 


Chriſt, I freely confeſs that after the Way of 
Faith and Worſhip which they in contempt call 


AQ 


« F{reſjs fo do I in worſhipping Chriſt, worſhip 
the God of my Fathers, believing all things written 


* in the Law and the Prophets, particularly theRe- 
& ſurrection of the Dead. 
Tris Anſwer is a juſt Defence againſt the Charge 


of Hereſy in Doctrine, but if the Sinfulneſs of Here- 


ſy, of which he was accus'd, had conſiſted in a Rup- 


ture of Communion, thro” Diſſimulation, Pride, or 


Covetouſneſs, a Defence for his Orthodoxy had been 


foreign to the Charge. 


Treg Word Hereſy is alſo us d with blame, 2 Pet. 


ii. 1. It's plain that falſe Doctrine is the Charge 


brought againſt theſe heretical Teachers, for the par- 


ticular Error is mention'd, denying the Lord that bought 


them; and in the next Verſe, the pernicious Ways 
of Hereſy are oppos'd to the Ways of Truth. When 
I conſider that the Word Hereſies is in the plural 
Number, I can't but look upon this Text as an evi- 
dent Prediction of the various pernicious Errors of 
falſe Teachers, denying the diſtinct Natures and 
Offices of Chriſt. 

[T's objected, that theſe Words, the Lord that 


bought hee, are not meant of the Lord Jeſus, bur of 


God the Father; according to that parallel Text, 
Deut. xxxii 6. J he not thy Father that bought thee 2 
But abſtracting now from the Conſideration of that 
Text! in Deuteronomy, i it's evident that theſe Phraſes, 

buying, 


(mx) 
buying, purchaſing, and redeeming the Chur ch, in 


the new Teſtament, are molt properly apply'd T0 6 


Chriſt 1 Cor, vii. 22, 23. Who bought them? is it 
not Chriſt? What is the Price? is it not his precious 
Blood, Acts xx. 28. 1 Pet. i. 18. To the ſame Pur- 
pole there is a Criticiſm advanced, that the Greek 
Word Azgrers; ſignifyng Supreme Ruler, or Maſter, 
is neyer once us'd when Chriſt is ſpoken of, but al- 
ways of the Father: But there is no reaſon to ſay 
that the Word Deſpotes ſignifies Supreme Dominion, 
more than the Word Keys, which is molt frequent- 
ly us'd in ſpeaking of Chriſt, The Name Jehovah, 
was look'd upon by the Fews as moſt ſacred and in- 
communicable to Creatures, vet it's ſometimes tranſ- 
lated by the Septuagirt, CURIOS ; and in Quotations 
out of the Old Teſtament, it's always tranſlated in 
the New Teſtament, CU RIOS; which plainly 
ſhews that this latter Word is as expteſive of the 
higheſt Dominion and Perfection as the former; and 
ſuppoſing that the Word Deſpotès ſignified Supreme 
Don inion more than any other Word, that's no Rea- 
ſon why it ſhould not be apply'd to Chriſt, who is 
_ God over all, Ec. And it's evident from Whar has been 
ſaid, that it's appy'd to Chriſt in this Text, for he is 
the Lord that bought us. And Mat. x. 25. the com- 
pound O:4:4#5mors; is beyond Contradictton apply'd 
to him. Chry/ofiom allo, one of the moſt eloquent of 
the Greek Fathers, ſpeaking of Chriſt, uſes this very 
Word, Kai Deſpotes kai Douloi Katekineto, Both 
Maſter and Servant ſat together at the Lord's Table. 
It muſt be therefore a groundleſs Inference drawn 
from the precceding Criticiſm, that in the parallel 
Text, Jude 4. the Supream Lord is diſtinguiſhed 
from che Lord Jeſus. 
To ſtrengthen the preceeding Objection, it's al- 


ledg'd, that ds. the Lord that bought them 1s to 
B 2 be 
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be underſtood of denying God by wicked Works, 


and that the reaſon of their Condemnation relates on- 


ly to lewd Practices: but there is no ſhadow of Rea- 
ſon ſo to limit the Meaning ot the Text, which 
_ plainly relates to falſe Doctine, and repreſents De- | 
ſitruction as the Conlequence of them. 


Tre Spirit of God, Rev. ii. repreſents ſome of the 


Church of Pergamos as Hereticks under the Deno- 
mination of Nicolairans z and the Sin charg'd them 


was not furious Party-making, ard Breach of Com- 


munion; on the contrary, the Church of Pergames is 


blam'd tor not caſting them out, but they are charg'd 
with abominable falle a leading to Idolatry 
and Fornication. 


In my Text, Titus iii. 11. the Apoſtle favs, An 


Heretic“ is ſubverted : The Greek Word fi gf s to 
be turn'd off the Foundation; and can't fo properly 


relate to agBreach of Communion, as to the Faith 
and Doctrines of the Goſpel; and ſo the other Com- 


pounds of the Verbs 0500 and Strepho, which are 


tranſlated overthrow, pervert, and ſubvert, are gene- 
rally us'd in the New Teſtament in relation to the 
Faith and Doctrines of the Goſpel, Titus i. 11. 2 Tim. 


ii. 18. Acts xii. 10. Gal. i. 7. Lake xxiii. 2. 
From what has been ſaid, it appears, that the 


eſſential Evil of Hereſy does not conſiſt in an external 


Breach of Communion thro? Pride and Covetoul- 


nels, and for any Cauſe whatſoever, but in pernicious 
falſe Doctrine believed or profels'd : 


plain, that ſome who deny Error of Judgment to be 


and this is {o 


an Ingredient of Herely, yer own thar an Heretick 


muſt be ſubverted in the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith. 


AND this ad me now to EIT the Opinion of 


thoſe who lay, That where there is Error, properly 
ſpeaking, ds can be no Hereſy ; but that Hereſy 
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conſiſts 
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rine contrary to Conſcience. 


THe Realons alledg'd for Aying ſo, are, 1/f. Be. 


cauſe the Admonition given to an Heretick, ſigni- 
fies a Rebuke, and not Inſtruction. But this Grrieilin 0 
has no uit Foundation, for the Word both in Engliſh _ 
and Greek, properly ſignifies Inſtruction, or a warn 
ing with Iatruction, rather than Rebate without it, 
1 Theſ. v. 12. Col. 111. 16. Eph. vi. 4. The wile Solo- 
mon, joyns Reproof and Inſtruction together, Prov. 


vi. 23. Chap. xxix. 15. Eccleſiaſtical Rebukes rightly 


managed, are a ſpiritual Medicine, which by humbling | 
Hereticks, and awakening them to greater IND 


and Impartiality, tends thro' the Divine Bleſſing, t 


conſiſts in a wilful corrupting of the Chriſtian 1 Dod- #7 


convince them of their Error, and bring them to 11 : 


Acknowledgment of the Truth, Tit. i. i3 


2dly, ANOTHER Reaſon alledg'd, is becauſe Hereſy 3 
being criminal, mult be matter of Choice, and ſeated 


in the Will; whereas Error, properly ſpeaking, be- 


cauſe the Mind is paſſive in judging, and has no Li- 
berty in judging or chooſing Opinions. 


Ir may be reply'd, that every falſe Opinion is, 


properly ſpeaking, an Error, and every Error in Re- 
ligion, is in ſome degree ſinful, as it's a Deviation 


from the Truth. Invincible Ignorance, for want of 


ſufficient Revelation, is indecd excuſable; ; therefore 


Heathens are nor condemn'd for not knowing Chriſt, 


of whom they could have no Revelation : but whe: 


there is a ſufficient Revelation and free Exerciſe of 


' Reaſon, there Ignorance and Error are culpable, be- 
cauſe the Mind is under Law to God in judging as 


well as the Will in willing. Ignerance and Error, 


are Fruits of degenerite Nature ; Spiritual Know- : 


ledge is a part of the Image of God, renew d on the 


Minds of his People, Col. iii. 10. The divine Law 
of God requires that we ſhould have Knowledge, and 
grow. 
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3 0 grow in Knowledge of Chriſt : cet Igno- 
france and Weakneſs in Knowledge are Gnful Saul 4 
did not want natural Parts nor external Revelation, 
pet for ſome time he continued ſpiritually blind, verily 
"thinking he ought to do many things againſt the 
Name of ſeſas. After his Converſion he did not look 
og his former Ignorance as the innocent Object of 
it * Divine Approbation, but as the Object of Mercy and 
12 Pardon. God has given Man a er of ſuſpend- 
11 ig his Judgment when the Evidence · is obſcure: 
. Surely then, Errors founded in Ignorance, Rathnels, 
*  - and other ſinful Principles that byaſs the Mind, can't 
be innocent, let us make what Eretences we wil o 
Sincerity in our Inquiries after Truth. 
It's ohjected, That by the Frame of Nature we are 
under a Neceſſity of judging according to the appear- 
ing Evidence. But I don't think this Neceſſity makes 
us paſſive, neither does it take away that Liberty 
which is neceſſary to a moral Agent: Tho' the Mind 
by the Frame of Nature is oblig'd to judge accord- 
19 ing to Evidence when it judges, yet it is not eſſen- 
tial to the Frame of Nature that we ſhould judge 
1 according to obſcure or falſe Evidence, that flows 
| from an accidental Corruption of Nature: Our 
Wills are neceſſarily determin'd by ſome Judgment, 
and can no more love Evil as ſuch, than the Mind can 
jaqdge contrary to Evidence. If the Neceſſity the 
Mind is under in judging, make it paſſive, then the 
© parallel Neceſſity the Will is under, would take away 
the, Liberty of the Will, and conſequently free Men 
from all, Obligation either to know or do the Will of 
| God. But on the contrary, the greater the Perfecti- 
on of a rational Agent is, the greater is the Neceſſity 
of judging according to Truth, and willing what is 
good ; yet true Liberty is not hereby infring d, as 
in. dhe Caſe of God, who is infinitely Perfect; 1 .& 
my 
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Holy Angels, and of the Spirits of the Juſt made perfect. 


it's matter of Choice; and it is of this Hereſy in Pro- 
feſſion the Church judges. Now if a Perſon be a 
moral Agent, in that Profeſſion of his Error it's hard 
to imagine how he is paſſive in thoſe Acts of the 


Mind that are correſpondent to it. External Pro- 


WurN a Perſon is admoniſh'd of his Error, and 
Truth propos'd to him, with ſuitable Arguments, and 
yet ſtill perſiſts in defending and maintaining his Opi- 
nion; it's plain, he is not paſſive in that Profeſſion, 
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feſſions may be extorted by Violence, and Fear, but 


real Convictions are ſecur'd by a natural Freedom from 


Compulſion. Peter, in an Hour of Temptation, 
deny'd his Lord; his Sin was rather laviſh Fear, and 


 Hipocriſy, than heart Hereſy, which implies free 
Choice. The Royal Pſalmiſt choſe the Ways of 


Truth, P/al. cxix. 30. ſo does every Heretick in 


Heart approve, preter, and chooſe his own Opinion 


as if it were Truth: And thus Doctor Hammond ex- 
plains the literal Quotation of the Word Heretick, 


Tit. iii, 10. By metaphiſical Abſtractions, you may 


 dittinguiſh between Acts of the Mind and Will, but 
thoſe Acts of the Soul are too cloſely link'd in Na- 


ture, to be ſeparated in judging of the Morality of 


our Actions. If we ſhould ſuppoſe a Perſon whoſe 
Judgment is wholly paſſive and deſtitute of Liberty, 
and whoſe Will is influenced by no Judgment; in my 
Opinion, ſuch an one would be no moral Agent. 


3. ANOTHER Reafon alledg'd why Hereſy can't 


con ſiſt in an erronious Judgment, but a wiltul corrup- 
ting of the Chriſtian Doctrine, contrary tothe dictate 


of Conſcience ; is, becauſe the Apoſtle ſays, An Here- 


tick is ſeif-condemn'd. 
GEA Streſs is laid on this Expreſſion : It's there- 
fore neccfTary to conſider it as fully as Time will allow, 
Jop c of a Perion either in a Way of Juſtifica- 
tion or Condemnation, is ſometimes aſcrib'd to the 


Judge, 
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Judge, Rom. viii. 33, 24. Sometimes it's aſcrib' 4 to 


the Law, John vii. 71. ſometimes it's aſcrib'd to the 
Witnefles, Numb. xxxv. 30. Iſfaiab xliii. 0. 


As Witneſſes may juſtity or condemn others b 


their Teſtimony, in like manner it maybe (aid, that 


Men by their Actions juſtify or condemn others, Exel. 


xvi. fi. Judah in the Abominations ſhe had done, 
juſtified Samaria; Noab by preparing an Ark con- 
demm'd the old World: and the Nine vites by repent- 
ing at the Preaching of Jonah, will rife up in Judg- 
ment and condemn the impenitent under the Goſpel, 


FINAL. v, juſtifying or condemning may be aſcrib'd 
to the Perſon who ſtands in Judgment, two Ways; 


with reſpe& to Conſcience, 1 Joh iii. 20 or with | 
reſpect to his Words and Actions, Mat. xii. 37. The 
; $5.9 Meaning of which Words is this, That as the 


Judge by his Sentence, the Law by its Deciſton, and 


the Witneſſes by their Evidence, may juſtify or con- 


demn; in like manner, a Man by his own Words or 


Actions may jultify or condemn himſelf. 


Ir a Man truly confeſs both Fact and Crime, he is 


condemn'd both in Word and Conſcience : if he con- 
feſs a Fact which is condemn'd by the Law, tho' he © 
does not confeſs any Crime, yet his own Teſtimony 


condemns him in the Eye of the Law and Judge: 
He that judgeth his Brother, hy that Action array 


judgeth te Law, tho' he has no ſuch Deſign, Fa. iv. II. 
The Amalekite who told David he ile Saul, did 


not confeſs any Crime in ſo doing; yet when David 
condemn'd him as a Judge, he charg'd him with con- 
demning bimſelf as an Evidence, 2 Sam. i. 16. Thy 

« Blood is on thy own Head, for thy Mouth has 952 
againſt thee. King Abab thought the diſguis'd Pro- 
phet by ſtating his Caſe, judg'd himſelf, 1 Kings xx. 
40. So foall thy Judgment be; thy ſelf bath decided it. 
And the Sentence the King pals'd on the Prophet vir- 
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tually chen d himſelf, tho he did not intend it. 
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ELI PHAZ was miſtaken in ſaying, that Job , 
choſe the Tongue of the Crafty ; but if he had really 
done ſo, the Words of Eliphaz might have been 


0 


juſtly apply'd to him. Thine own Mouth condemns thee, 
and not I; thine own Lips teſlifj againſt thee, Job xv. 


6 Job himſelf acknowledgeth, chap. ix. 20. That if 
he juſtified himſelf, ſo as to plead Innocence before 


God, his own Mouth would condemn bim; if he 


ſaid, he was perfe&, it would prove him per verſe. 
Rom. xiv. 22, Happy is be that condemneih not 
bimfelf, in that thing which he alloweth, The Mean- 


ing can't be, Happy i is he whole Conſcience doth not 
condemn him in a thing which his Conſcience ap- 


proves of; for that's impoſlible at the ſame time: 


but the Meaning is that the weak 7ewws were con- 


demn'd in Conſcience, when they eat doubtingly; but 


the Gentiles, by their uncharitable Practices, condemn'd 
themiclves in that which their Conſcience allow'd of. 


THERE is another Text to be taken notice of here, 
Afis xiii. 46. The Jews judg'd themſelves unworthy 
of Life: the Jews judg'd the Gentiles unworthy of 
the Goſpel; bur they gloried much in their own Pri- 


vileges, and Righteouineſs, and fecm'd to be far from 


judging in their Minds that they were unworthy of 
eternal Life: This Phrile, therefore, mutt be un- 
derſlood of the natural Tendency of their Behaviour 
in rejecting the Goſpcl. 

Tue Names and Epithets of ſome Actions are 
often aſcrib'd ro others, when their Effects are equal: 
Thus Grotius obſerves on this Text, “ Thar the Jews 
& declared they were unworthy of eternal Life, no 
& leſs evidently than if a Judge had pronounc'd that 
& Sentence”. And he oblerves en John in 18. © That 
„ it was an ancient Saying, That the Guilty con- 
% demn'd themſclves the Day they ſin”, And to this 
Purpoſe, on Mat. xii, 41. he quotes Tacitus ſaying, 
66 Claudia was condemn' d by Vomitius her Acculcr : 


Cc and 
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and quotes Cicero, ſaying, « Heries was condemn'd by 


&« himſelf, 
Tus old Latin Tranſlation, eftabliſh'd by x the 


Cate of Trent, renders the Word an Tokatotritos 


condemn'd by his own Judgment; but the Exgliſb, 
and many other Travſlarions, render it in general, ſelf- 
condemn d; which is more agrecable to the Original. 


Now the Queſtion is in what Senſe the Apaſtle 


ſays, An admonith'd Heretick is cordemn'd of himſelf ; 

whether in Conlcience, or by the Profeſſion of his 
Opinion, which he freely makes, and retolutely main- 
tains; and by which he proves himſelf to be ſub— 


verted in the Faith, and l apprehend 1 it's in the latter 


Senſe rather than the former. 

18. Bxcavss there's no Evidence from Scripture, 
thar they who were chargeable with Hereſy, always 
knew theſe Doctrines to be falſe, which they pro- 


feſc'd to be true. No doubt there are ſome, who ſpeak 


Lies in Hypocriſy ; but there are others, who thro? 
{trong Deluſions, believe Lies: They are right in their 
oon Eyes, the their ay go down to De th. The Favs, 
ſo far degenerated from the Knowledge and W orſhip 


of the true God, as to burn their Sons with Fire, for 
Burnt-offerings to Baal, Jer. xix 5. It's not reaſon- 
able to imagine that they did this againſt Convictions 


of Conſcience ; but rather thai they blindly thought by 


ſuch coſtly Sacr ifices, as the Fruit of the Body, to attone 
for the Sin of their Souls. Our Saviour rebuk'd the Sad- 
_ duces, not tor hypocritically denying the Reſurrection, 


while they really bcl:cved it; but for their Ignorance 

and Error in denvi ig it, Mark vii. 12, 24, 27. Te greatly 
err, not knowing the Ser iptures, & c. If a Woman had 
been married to ſeveral Men, they could not compre- 
bend whoſe Wife the wou'd be at the Reſurrection: 
And becauſe they did nor underſtand with what Body 
the Dead ſhould riſc, they judg'd the an 
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was not credible : Therefore our Saviour reaſon'd /* | 
with them out of the Scriptures, to convince them, 
FL 1 hg | | | Dew” 
| faying, that zhe God of Abraham, &c. was not the 


God of the Dead, but of the Living. 5 
THE Apoſtle Paul teacheth us, that denying the 


Reſurrection, by ſome among the Corinthians, was a 


fundamental Error, that ſubverted the Doctrine of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, made the Apoſtles Preaching 
and their Faith vain, 1 Cor. xv. 13, 14, 15. And in 


the ſequel ot that Chapter, he argues with them on 


Principles of natural Reaſon, to convince them of the 


Folly of their Obſections againſt the Credibility of the 


Reſurrection, ver. 36. Thou Fool, that which thou 
ſoweſt is not quickned except it die. „ 
Hymenens and Philetus, in ſaying, The Reſurrection 


is paſt already; are charg'd with eriing from the 


- 0 


Truth, 2 Tim. ii. 18 „ 
Some of the Phariſees alſo, who believed, and 
went out from the Church of Jeruſalem, taught the 
Chriſtians at Antioch, That except they were circuimci- 
fed, they could not be ſaved, As ſome of the Sadduges 


after they profeſs'd the Chriſtian Name, retain'd a 


Tincture of their old Principles, in denying the Re- 
ſurrection; ſo ſome of the proloivted Phariſees re- 
tain'd a Tincture of their old Doctrine of Jullttfcari- 
on by a Righteouſnets of their own, by the Works 
of the Law. But I ſee no Reaſon to charge the 


Phariſees, after they profeſt Chriſtianity, or before, 


with profeſſing that Doctrine againſt Conſcience 


but rather with Ignorance and Error, Rom. x. 3. The 


Apoſtle ſays, That Iſrael being ignorant of the Righte- 
ouſucſs of God, went about to ejiabhiſh a Righteouſneſs 
of their own. And Acts xv. the Synod of Jeruſalem, 
not only cenſured theſe, the Teachers, as Subverters 
of Souls, but hid much diſputing in order to con- 


vince the Erroneous, Ver. 7. And when this perni- | 
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cious Doctrine began to ſpread like Leaven, among 
the Galatians, the Apoſtle did not rebuke them for 
proſeſſing it contrary to ther Conſciences; but he 
reaſon'd with them, to convince them of the Falſe- 
nels of the Doctrine, by its Inconſiſtancy with true 
Chriſtianity, Cal. v. 2 If you be circumciſed, &c. 
wer. 4, Cc. As it he had ſaid, There is an Inconſiſtency 
between theie two Ways of Juſſ ification. If it be by 
Grace, it's no more of Works, and if by Works, 
it's no more of Grace. 5 | 
2aly, Tus Selt-condernation is cognizable by 

Ecclctiathc:l Judicatoiics, Arowtng, fays the Apoſtle, 
that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and finueth, being con- 
denind of himſelf, Church Judicatories ought not 
to proceed on Suſpicions, but on ſufficient Evidence. 
It might have been objected to the Apoltle, that Hereſy 
is a ſpiritual M ickedneſs and Corruption of the Mind, 
how thall it be known 2 T he Apoſtle obviates 
this Objection, by faying, He is condemn'd of himſelf. 
His own Words ate Evidence againſt him, upon his 
reſolute Adherence to What he profelics after a firſt 
and ſecord Admonition, he is to be rejected, 

I ug ſeems to be a Difference between Excom- 
 munications for ſcandalous Immoralities and Hereſy. 
Ix the Cafe of a Proceſs for Immorality, the accu- 
ſed ordinarlv owns the Crime, but denies the Fact: 
In the Caſe of Hereſy, the accuſed ordinarly owns 
the Fact, bur denies the Crime. If a Perſon accus'd 
for uttering Words that fubvert the Fitch, fubmits 
to a Tryal, the Accuſer is to bring Evidence accord- 
ing to 1 Tim. v. 19. Againſt an Elder, &c. If the 
Accuſer fail, he is cenſurable; if the Fact be prov'd, 
and the Accus'd give ſuch E,xplications of his Words, 
as may fatisfy an impartia} Judicatory, that the He- 
reſy in his Words, did not flow from Unfoundneſs 
in the Faith, but from Inadvertancy of a 5 

I then 


ES Þ 
then the Accuſed may be cenſured for his unguarded 
Ex preſſion; but ought not to be rejected as an He- 
retick, But if he owns the Fact, and juſtifies it, and 
ſtill perſiſts in it, after a firſt and ſecond Admoniti- 
on; then he may be rejected as ſelf- condemn'd. For 
Inſtance, If a Man own'd that he had privately kill'd 
his Neighbour, and juſtificd the Fact, becauſe he 
was an Heretick to whom no Faith ſhould be kept; 
ſuch an one may juſtly be reputed a ſelf-condemn'd 
| Murtherer and Heretick, But if Hereſy relate to 
Doctrine, as is prov'd, how is it poſſible for the 
Church to judge that the Heretick is condemn'd in 
Conſcience, when he pleads the contrary? who but 
the Searcher of Hearts, can tell whether the Plea of 
Conſcience be real or not? To evade the Evidence 
of this Reaſoning, it's faid, that the Direction given 
to Titus was temporary, and does not belong to the 
Church, now when the Gift of diſcerning Spirits 
is ceas'd, But certainly this was written for our In- 
ſtruction: The Spirit of God having foretold that 
falſe Teachers would bring in damnable Hereſies; we 
ought not to ſuppoſe God would leave his Church de- 
fenceleſs, without a Way to know, or Power to re- 
wet theme ons 8 | 
Ot Deſign of the Soveraign Providence of God, 
in permitting Hereſies, is, That they who are approved 
may be made manifeſt. But how ſhall they that are 
approved be made manifeſt, if the Church can't 
diicern between them that are Hereticks, and them 
that are not? % Oi oe ans 

Ir Hereſy was diſcover'd only by an extraordinary 
Spirit of diſcerning, there would have been no oc- 
caſion for trying and examining them who laid, they 
were Apoſtles, and were not; whereas the Spirit of 
God commands us to try the Spirits, and commends 
the Church of Epheſus for it, Rev. ii. 2. and re- 

proves 


Cm 
proves the Church of Pergamos for not doing it; 
and directs how to try them by comparing their 
Doctrine with the Law and Teſtimony, 1 7% iv. 
1% 2, 3. Try the Spirits, &c. 2 John 10. If any come 


to you, &c. Gal. i 7, 8. There are ſume, &c. From 


all which Places, it's evident, that the ground of re- 
jecting thoſe falſe Teachers, is their own Doctrine, 
which perverted the Goſpel; and not becauſe they 
were condemn'd in Conſcience: and the Way of diſ- 
covering their Error was not extraordinary. 
IAP PREHEN D, it will not be pleaded, that the 
Words of my Text, Rom. xiv. I. are a temporary 
Precept, becauſe they are ſtill neceſſary to direct the 
Church in the Admiſſion of Proſolytes from Hea- 
theniſm, and to maintain Charity among profeſs'd 
Chriſtians. Yet that Text plainly ſuppoſes the Church 
may know who are in the Faith; and conſequently, 
who are Infidels out of it, or Hereticks ſubverted in 
it. „ 
To ſupport this Opinion, that Hereticks do not 
err in Judgment, but are condemn'd in Conſcience; 
it's ſaid, that Hereticks are conſtantly deſcrib'd in 
| Scripture, as Men of no Probity or Honour; influ- 
enc'd by Covetouſneſs, Ambition, and ſuch ſelfiſh 
Views; whereas they who err in Articles of Faith, 
are often Men of Piety and Virtue. Ir may be re- 
ply'd, that many are reputed Hereticks, who are not 
lo; and many are reputed pious, who are unregene- 
rate, and Wolves in Sheeps Clothing, Of ſuch we read, 
2 Tim, iii. 5, 8. Far be it from us to judge the final 
State of particular Perſons, that is God's Preroga- 
tive; and it's too daring to deny that God may give 
Faith and Repentance at the eleventh Hour, or on 
à Death- bed: but this we may, that God hath cho- 
ſen his People zo Salvation, thro Sanctiſication of the 
Spirit, and Belief of the Truth, 2 Theſ. ii. 13, 1 | 
n ä XX1, 
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xxi, 8. Gal. v. True juſlifying Faith and Holineſs /* | 


. 


are inſeparably link'd together; and what God hath.” 
joyn' d, let none put aſunder; and what he hath put a- 


ſunder, let none joyn together. The Deiſis have the 
Light of the Goſpel, and yet reject all Revelation; 


2 


conſequently are Unbelievers in the plain Meaning of 


that Word in Scripture : yet Deiſts are far from own- 
ing that they are condemn'd in Conſcience, They 
profeſs great Sincerity in their Inquiries after Truth, 
lay in their Claim to Morality, and Probity, and 


Hope of future Happineſs, Bur ſeeing the Scriptures 
excludes from the Kingdom of Heaven, ſuch as die 


in Unbelief, and Hereſy; how they can be received 


to Heaven, as Men of Probity and Piety, is a Myſte- 


ry I can't reſolve. Where there is true Faith in 


_ Chriſt, and ſincere Repentance, there is no Reaſon 


to doubt of Pardon and Acceptance: becauſe the Pro- 


miles of the New Covenant are not made to an ab- 


| ſolute Perfection, but to ſincere Faith and Repen- 
tance: Bur as for Promiſes of Heaven to thoſe who 
pretend to believe in Chriſt, yet die impenitent; or 
for thoſe who pretend to repent, yet die in Hereſy 
or Unbelirf, denying the Lord that bought them, 
and rejecting the Goſpel M thod of Salvation thro? 
Chriſt, I can find none jn the Scripture, Ir's in 
Chriſt God reconciles the World to himſelf. Electi- 
on, Adoption, Juſtification, and Sanctification, are 
in Chriſt. All the Promiſes are yea and Amen in 
him. The Sum of our Saviour's DoArine was, Re- 
peut, and believe the Goſpel, Mark i. 17 And we are 
ficquentiy told in Scripture, He that repents and be- 
lieves, ſhall be ſaved; and he that repents not, and 
believes not, {hall be Daran'd, Mark xvi. 16. 
To prevent Miſtakes, it's neceſſary to obſerve, that 


everv Error does not conſtiture Hereſy. Many are 


liberal in casting abroad Accuſations of Hereſy, like 
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Darts and Fire-brands, againſt all that differ from 
them in Matters, comparative ſpeaking, of ſmall Im- 
portance. But if every Error was Hereſy, the moſt 
eminent Fathers of the Church could not be exem pted 
from that Charge. The Apoltle Paul knew there 


were different Sentiments among the primitive Chri- 


ſtians, yet he did not reject the weak in Faith as Hc- 


reticks, but commanded to receive them. | 
HE Threatnings denounced againſt Hereticks, 


Cal. v. That they ſhall not, &c. the Epither of dam- 
nable, aſcrib'd to Herely, 2 Pet. ii. 1. the Reſem- 
blance of Canker, the Cenſure of Rejection due to 
an admoniſh'd Heretick, and plain Meaning of the 
Word ſubverted, may tati>fy us that an Heretick is 
turn'd off the Foundation of Chriſtian Doctrine. 
By Fundamental Articles, I underſtand ſuch Doct- 
- rines, without the Knowledge and Belief of which, 
a Man cau't be a true Chriſtian, nor in the ordinary 
Method of Grace, entitled to the Promiſes of Salva- 
tion made to penirent Believers in the Goſpel. 


Tur Chrittian Religion comprehends the whole 


1 God hath given to the Church: more 
eſpecially thoſe firſt Principles, which like a Founda- 


tion ſupport the other Doctrines. 
As for Inſtance, the Doctrines of the Exiſtence 
of a God, an infinitely perfe& Being, the Creator 


of all things ; and of his Providence governing the 
World: which Chriſtianity adopts from the Light | 
of Nature. 


Trar God has given a Revelation of himſelf, and 


the Way of Salvation to Man. - 


-Trar in the Unity of the Godhead, there are 
three repreſented by perſonal Characters, and diſ- 


So tinguiſhed by the Nn of ed Son, and Holy 


\ 
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Tas theſe Three are one God: in whoſe wk 0 
Bapriſm is to be adminiſter'd. | 
Trar God, made Man holy, bot that we are 
now in a ſinful wretched State by Nature, 
Trar Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour is the Word, 


which in the Beginning was with God, and was 5 
God; and was made Fleth : That he is the Son of 


God, "and Son of Man ; Emanuel, God with us; the 
true Meſfiah, and promiſed Seed of the Virgin“ the 
Great Prophet, Prieſt and King of his Church; who 
has bruid'd the Head of the Serpent: that he died 
not for himſelf, but laid down his Life on the Croſs 
for the Sins of his People. That his precious Blood 
is a Propitiation for their Sins, and Price of their Re- 
demption. That he roſe for their Juſtification. That 
noMan ; is Juſtified in the Sight of God by the be 
b 


or Price of his own Righteouſneſs, which is 8 
1 Law, but by the Righteouſneſs of God, which 5 
7 by Faith of Chriſt. 
. THAT he aſcended into Heaven, and wil come to 
judge the World at the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
when the Wicked ſhall be ſentenced into Hell, and 
the Righteous received to a Life of Eternal Glory. N 
. Moreover, the Chriſtian Faith comprehends in 
> it the Doctrine of Repentance from dead Works, and 
the Doctrine of Godlineſs contain'd in the eſſential 
Precepts of the Moral Law, which are adopted in- 
to the Chriſtian Doctrine, together with the Doctrine q. 
of Goſpel Sacraments and Diſcipline. 
Fuxsk Articles ſeem to me included in the Pri- 
ciples of the Doctrine of Chriſt, mentioned Zeb. vi. 
45 or deducible from them, A Perſon who. 
makes a ſerious Profeſſion of ſuch a Sumary of Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine, and does not contradict it by habi- 
tual ſcandalous Enormities, or by Hereſy, that plainly 
ſubverts it; in my humble Opinion, is intitled to tbe 
Character of being a Diſciple of Chriſt; and has a 


D right 
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richt to the Sacraments that are Badges of the Chii- 
ſtian Profeſſion. 

| I pox ay that every one of the prececding 
| Articles is fle ntial to the Being of a Chriſtian ;. tho' 
the greater Part of them appear to me to be fo. 
F Jo ſubdivide fundamental Articles, and preciſely 
number them, or fix the loweſt Degree of the Know- 


A : A 
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|} | ledge of them that is neceſſary to Salvation, Is too 1 
1 great, a Work for me to engage in. 1 
Oon Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Foundation. if a= 


| ny Man build on this Foundation Hay, and Stubble, 

bis Works ſhall be burn'd ; yet he himſelf ſhal! be 

| ſav'd. But other Foundation can no Man lay : For there 

| 15 20 Name given under Heaven, by which we can be ſav- 

ed, hut the Name of Jxsus. Doctor Owen acknow- 

| ledges, that this one Article, That I Esus is the Longp; 

is the Sum and Subſtance of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
AN it can't be deny'd, that virtually, and in 

conſequence, it is ſo, For it ſuppoſes a Divine Re- 
velation, and neceſſarily inferrs, that he that denyeth 

the Son, hath not the Father, John ii. 23, He that hath 
ſeen the Son, bath ſeen the Father, John xiv. 9. And 
he that abideth in the Doctrine of Chriſt, hath both 
the Father and the Son; and he that hath the Son, 
hath the Spirit: For if any Man hath not the Spirit 
of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 9, And no 
Man can ſay, Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Spirit. And 

1 - _ he be the Lord, then he is the Meſſiah : Conſequent- 

| ” y all the Characters of the Meſſiah agree to him. 

f In like manner it may be ſaid, that Love is the ful- 
14 filling of the Law. This Command s exceeding broad: 

On thi; hangs the Law and Prophets, Mat. xxii. 40. 

3 Bur what will it avail to ſay, we love God, or 
Man, if in Practice we habitually hate God and our 

' Neighbour? 

1 T, no” a Perſon profeſs that Jesvsi is the Logp, and 


Mxsslah, what will it ayail if chat Profeſſion 8 
| ſu — 
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e „ 
ſubverted by Doctrines plainly inconſiſtant? The 


Turkiſo Alcorn in ſeveral Places ſpeaks honourably of, 


our Saviour; © That he was born of the Virgin 


4 


VS 


bs, # 


« Mary, by Inſpiration of the Spirit; that he was 


« Chaſte and Holy; that he was the Meſſiab, and a 


* great Prophet; and wrought Miracles; and that 
« God took him to himfelt,” But who can ſay 
Mahometans are Chriſtians, while they deny the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe Name Chri- 
ſtians are Baptiz'd ; particularly that Chriſt is the Son 


of God, and was Crucified for our Sins? The Lord 


Teſus Chriſt is by Nature God, and by Nature Man? 
his Sufferings are a Propitiation for the Sins of Men, 
and Price of their Redemption. Theſe are eſſential 
Characters of the true Mefiah : whoever in theſe Par- 


ticulars, denies the Lord that bought them, is ſubvert- 


ed in the Faith, gives an empty Title to Chriſt, and is 
unworthy of the Character of a true Believer in him. 


Having now deſcribed a Diſciple of Chriſt under 


this Branch of his Character, as being in the Faith 
and conſider d the Nature of Here, as it overthrows 
the Faith; it remains, that I ſhou'd briefly take 


notice of the Strong and HYeak in the Faith. And this 
Diſtinction relates, 5 

1. To the different Degrees of Faith: all have 
not an equal Perſwaſion of the Things they believe: 


ſome are fully perſwaded, others labour under Doubts. 


Abraham was ſtrong in the Faith: but the poor Man 
in the Goſpel cry'd, Lord, help my Unbelief. 


24h, Tius Diſtinction relates to the different Ex- 
tent of Faith: ſome have a greater Reach of Know- 
ledge than others, and believe what others are igno- 


rant of, and deny, This was the Caſe of the Gentiles 


and the Jews. But notwithſtanding this Diſtinction,  , 


the Apoſtle directed them to receive one another. 


receiving the weak in Faith. 
5 5 9 4 THE 


This leads me, Sxcox pv, to explain the Duty of 
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(28 ) 
Tux Context directs us to underſtand this Com- 
mand not of miniſterial Communion, but of Chrittian 


Fellowſhip: And it teaches us, 

1}, MopkRATION, and charitable Frbearance to- 
ward the weak in Faith. By Moderation and For- 

| bearance, I] don't underſtand a Caf/andrian Varniſh, 
diſſembling Truth, nor Compoſition of Truth and 


Error, like the German Interim, nor Laodecean In- 


diffferency, about the leaſt Truth in the Bible. To 


regard all Truths but Eſſentials, as indifferent, is too 
prevailing a Principle, but of a pernicious Tendency. 


The Deſign of my Text is not to make any looſe 
or wavering in their own Principles; but to guard 
againſt uncharitable cenſuring of others who are in 
the Faith. Let not him that eateth, deſpiſe him that 


eateth not. Let not the Strong vex the Weak with 


contentious Diſputes about things doubtful to them; 


but rather inſtruct them with Meekneſs, and condeſ- 


cend to their Infirmities in the Exerciſe of Chriſtian 
Liberty, as tar as Truth and good Conſcience gull 
per nit. In this Senſe the Text is explain'd in the be- 
ginning of the next Chapter: Ze that are ſtrong, &c. 


"24ly, This Command obliges us not only to bear 


the Infirmities of the weak, bur to have a due eſteem 


of them, and to love them for Chriſt's Sake; whole 
Diſciples they are, and whoſe Image they bear. It's 
evident from the latter Part of the xivth Chapter to 
the Romans, that the Deſign of the Text is to re- 
commend Peace, Charity and Unity to the contend- 
ing 7ews and Gentiles. 
3dly, 'T nx Direction in the Text obliged both Par- 
ties to receive one another in a religious Fellowſhip, 
in Goſpel Ordinances. The Lord's Supper is a Pledge 
of Communicn with Chriſt, and Badge of Commu- 
nion among the Members of his Body. It's there- 


fore the Priviledge of all who wake a credible 


Profeſſion of being the Diſciples of Chriſt, io have 
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neceſſary to obſerve here, that as there are differ- 


ent Degrees of Unity in the Faith of the Goſpel, ſo 
there are different Degrees of Chriſtian Fellowſnip. 
Our Communion in Religion, can extend no further 
than our Unity and Judgment. If a Proſelyte em- 


braced ſome Part of the Chriſtian Doctrine, we ought 
to receive him into our compaſſionate Forbearance, 
till he is inſtructed more perfectly in the Way of the 
Lord: But it's a wreſting the Deſign of the Text, 


to imagine ſuch a one ſhould be immediately re- 
ceiv'd to the Lord's Supper, before he is inſtructed 
in the Nature of that Ordinance; and upon Suppo- 
ſition he denied that it is to be continued in the 
Church: His own Error would neceſſarily with-hold 


him from that Branch of Chriſtian Fellowſhip. 
PAUL and Barnabas parted aſunder about John: 


Vet no doubt, at the ſame time, they could joyn 
4agether in Chriſtian Communion at the Ford's 


Table, becauſe in that they were agreed. Many who 


are in the Faith, are under a Neceſſity of ſeparating | 


from others that are in the Faith, when doubtful or 
ſinful Terms of Communion are impos'd on them : 
But then the Guilt of Schiſm lies at the Door of thoſe 
who put a Stumbling-block in the Way of their 
Brethren, by making Matters of doubtful Diſputa- 
tion, Terms of Chriſtian Fellowſhip z contrary to the 


Text, which ſays, Him that is weak in the Faith, re- 


ceive; but not to doubful Diſputation. ES 
LAsSTLx, I ſhall conclude with ſome Inferences. 


APPLICATION. 


1. From the Character given of a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, that he is in the Faith, we may learn how 


much it is the Duty of the Miniſters of Chriſt to 
= preach 


—_ 


a Right to theſe Ordinances, that are Tokens of 5 
Communion with Chriſt and his Church. But it's © _ 


3 
brich the Faith which was once deliver'd to the 


Saints, In preaching the Doctrine of Chriſt it's ne- 


ceſſary to preach Repentance, Morality, and true Ho- 


lineſs; but theſe ſhould not juſtle out the diſtinguiſh- 


cCiſied. 


ing Doctrines of Chriſtianity, the diſtin Natures 
and Offices of Chriſt, and Merit of his Sufferings. 


4 determine to know nothing among you, ſays the Apo- 


ſtle Paul, to the Corinthians, but Chriſt, and him cru- 
It muſt then be a bad Office to recommend 
Morality as the whole Duty of Man, and diſregard 
that noble Grace of Faith: which 1s fo eſſential a 


Part of the Chriſtian Character. This is like a Gar- 


diner watering of a Scion but neglecting to graft it 
into the Stock. As the Branch can't bear Fruit ex- 


8 cept it abide in the Vine, no more can we except we abide 


in Chriſt, John xv. 4. 


in him, Col. 


is in Chriſt. 

24ly, SEEING it is the Character of a Diſciple of 
Chriſt to be in the Faith, it concerns us all to en- 
quire whether we be in the Faith or not, 2 Cor. xiii. 


Some profeſs the Chriſtian Name that are Strangers 


or Enemies to the Chriſtian Faith. Let us then 
examine whether we know and aſſent to the moſt 


neceſſary Articles of the Chriſtian Doctrine; and on 
what Foundation we build our aſſent: 
have received Chriſt by a ſincere Confidence in him, 


whether we 


and conſent to the Offers and Promiſes of Salvati- 


on on the Terms of the Goſpel, and whether our 


Faith be a dead and fruitleſs, or a living Faith that 
works by Love, and purifies our Hcarts and reforms 
our Lives. 


30), We 


The Experience of the Saints 
can teſtify, that the moſt ſucceſsful way they ever 
found to reſiſt Temptation, overcome their Luſts, 
and Paſſions, and promote true Holineſs in their 
Hearts and Lives, is thro' Faith in the Son of God: 

Waking in him, rooted and built up 
ii. As xxvi. 18. We are ſanctiſied by Faith which 
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ſuch as give no credible Evidence of being in the 


3 3 
zaly, Wx may infer from the Command in the 
Text, that the Chriſtian Church is not a voluntary 
Society in this Senſe, that ſhe may impoſe new 
Terms of Communion at Pleaſure. Chriſt, the King 


and Head of his Church, has commanded to teach 
all Nations, and baptize ſuch as are his Diſciples. He 


bas taught us that mere Weakneſs in the Faith is 

not a relevant ground to reject them that are in the 

Faith, and who may diſpute his Authority. 
4thly, Tue Command of receiving the weak in 


the Faith, teaches us, that the Church hath a Right 8 
to know whether a Perſon be in the Faith or not, 


before he is receiv'd into Chriſtian Fellowſhip. Con- 
ſequently, they who deſire to be receiv'd, ſhould 


make ſuch Declarations and Confeſſions as are ſuffi- 
cient Evidence of their embracing the Chriſtian Faith, 
Acts viii. 36, 37. The Eunuch ſaid, &c. Mat. xvi. If. 


Tue Light of Holinels thould ſhine in the Chri- 
ſtian Converſation, ſo that others may behold it, and 
glorify God. The Apoſtle tells us that the Faith 


of the Church of Rome, in his Time, was /poken of 
throughout the whole Word. So ſhou'd every Chri- 


{tian Society make ſuch open and candid Declaration 
of their Faith, that others may glorify God for their 
protels'd Subjection to the Goſpel. 

Id the Cate of Strangers, known Credentials are 
ſufficient, Ihus Saul was receiv'd by the Church 


at Jeruſalem on Barnabas's Teſtimony : And Paul 


inſtructed the Romans to receive Phebe as became 
Saints, on the Epiſtle of Commendation he gave her. 
It's to be tear'd, this Rule of Chriſtian Diſcip- 


line is too much diſregarded by Proteſtants of all De- 
' nominations. And this leads me in the 


th PLack, to obſerve Two Ways whereby a 


Church may offend againſt the Doctrine of my Text. 


iff, ONE is in receiving to Chriſtian Fellowſhip 


Faith, 


, 5 
* 
* — 


(4+) 
Faith, but rather that they are out of the Faith, or 
ſubverted in it. To admit known Deiffs to the 
Lord's Table, wou'd be a manifeſt Prophanation of 
that Sacred Inſtitution. The Chriſtian Church be- 
lieves Chriſt to be God by Nature, and the Supreme 
God over all: Arians and Socinians deny this. HYhat 
Communion is there between Light and Darkneſs ? What 
religious Fellowſhip there can be between thoſe who 
honour Chriſt as an inferior Being, with an inferior 
Worſhip, and thoſe who honour him with the higheſt 
Adoration, as the Supreme infinitely Pee God, 
I can't comprehend. 
1r's alſo lamentable in the Caſe of the Church, 


vhen the rotoriouſly ſcandalous and prophane are re- 


ceiv'd to the Lord's Table; and a greater Strels is 
laid on Uniformity in fome diſtinguiſhing Tenets of 

a Party, than on true Holineſs, and an Agreement in 
the moſt important Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 
To this Purpoſe you may read that awful Text, 

1 Cor. v. 11. But now ] have written, &c. 

- 2dly, ANOTHER Way of tranſgreſſing the Precept 
in the Text, is by rejecting thoſe who Chriſt al- 
lows to be receiy'd. ——Ir's an Injury to deprive 
Men of their civil Rights; it's alſo injurious to de- 
| priveany of ſpiritual Priviledges, who are intitled to 

them by the Charter of the Coſpel. 

Ir Union in eſſential Articles be not the Bond of 
Chriſtian Communion in point of Orthodoxy, it's 
a queſtion, if any two upon Earth could have Com- 
munion on the Condition of Unity in all Noneſſen- 
tials, The Apoſtle Peter and Barnabas were juſtly 
blam'd by the Apoſtle Paul, for breaking Commu- 
nion with the Gentiles, 

DIOTREP HES is branded by John the Divine. 
with the Crime of caſting out the Brethren he ought 
to have received... This excommunicating Spirit pre- 
yail'd much in the - aps. Ages of the Church, 


SOCRA- 


: 1 
6 , 


IE | ( 33 | | - 
SOCRATES the Hiſtorian, obſerves, © that FA 


« Victor Biſhop of Rome, broke Communion with 


ce the Greek Church for a Diverſity of Sentiments 
« about Eaſter Day, tho' there was no Foundation 


sin Scripture for obſerving ſuch Day under the 


“ Goſpel.” —— The Church of Rome is exceedingly 


| guilty, in renting the Unity of the Church, by pro- 


poſing a Multitude of Articles and Ceremonies of 


Man's Invention. ; 


Ap it's to be lamented, that the unſcriptural 


Uſages of the Sign of the Croſs in Publick Baptiſm, 


and of kneeling at the Lord's Supper, are made Terms 


of Communion among our Proteſtant Brethren. 


Ix any among Diſſenters ſhou'd impoſe the ZYeft- 
minſter Confeſſion as a Term of Communion in Bap- 


tiſm, or the Lord's Supper, that would neceſſarily. 


lead many to profeſs what they did not know, or ex- 


clude many weak in the Faith from the Communion 
of Saints in thoſe Ordinances. F 
IN Things lawful but not expedient, the Apoſtle 
Paul wou'd not be brought under the Power of a- 
ny. The Expediency of Actions depends on Cir- 
cumſtances, and it's hard to fix many general Rules 


that will not bear ſome Exceptions. To make 


Matters of doubttul Diſputation about Eccleſiaſtical 


Cannon, Election of Miniſters, and Limits of Con- 


- 


gregations, Terms of Admiſſion to Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, is exerciſing Diſcipline centrary to 
the Text. In fuch Cafes it's much fafer a e 
Men to God and their own Conſciences, than by 
ſt raining Eccleſiaſtical Authority, to drag Men into 
Compliances with a doubting Conſcience. wh 
6thly, FixaLLy,. my Reverend Brethren, in the 


Mmiſtry, and Chriſtian Brethren of this worthy 


Audience, let's all qnite together in contending ear- 
neſtly for the Faith once dehver'd to the Saints. The 
known Principles of we Church of England r 

e "i — re- - 


1.) 


enters, contain'd in the Weſtminſter Confeffion, to 
*which we alſo Subſcribe, and Aﬀent, lead us all to con- 


tend againſt Deifts, Arians, Socinians, Papiſts, Pelagi- 

ans, and Arminians. Let us then act a candid Part 
in doing ſo. Oh! how great a Bleſſing would it be 
to the Church of Chriſt in theſe N if all did ſo. 


There was a 


"How great a Bleſſing wou'd it be 
perfect Unity of Judgment among All Chriſtians; ; 


but this is a Bleſſing rather to be wiſt'd for, than 
expected, in this ſtare of Imperfection. It's there- 


- 


fore neceſſary to take Care, that our Zeal mix not 
itſelf with Paſſion, Prejudice, of ſelfiſn Views; and 


that it be temper'd with Moderation and charitable 


Forbearance toward all that are weak in the Faith: 
Let us not judge or diſpiſe them as caſt off by God: 


Let's not caſt Stumbling- blocks before them, bur con- 


deſcend to their Infirmities, for their Edification: 


Let's eſteem and love them, and receive them 1 into our ; 


Chriſtian Fellowſhip. 
ff. MopkRArDN and Forbearance are God's Com- 


1 3 5 mand, and our Duty, Phil. in. 15, 16. As far as we 
have attained to Unity in the Faith, let's walk by the 


"fame Rule: And if many thing elle, any be vherwife 
minded, let us wait, 1 in the Uſe of 8 Mcans, till 
Got Thall reveal it to them; and till we all come in the 


any of the Faith, of the Knowledge of the Son of 


1 3 5 Gad, unto a perfect Man, Eph. iv. 13. 
| * 0 8 "3 4620, /Unrry in Neceſſarics, ſhould ae 
Dieter in leſſer Matters, eſpecially in Matters of 
Ae rengy. li's a Saying of Auguſtine, 4e That for 

"© The ſake of Unity in the Church, many things are to 

"6 be tollerated which weYon't at al approve. 


hers ias\Bretbren in Chriſt, and Chilgren of the ſame 
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tain'd in the xxxix Articles, ro which they Subſcribe, 
Aſſent, and Conſent; the known Principles of Diſ- 


| F : Cay Tre Relation Believers ſtand in to one ano- 
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and Forbearance. Upon this Principle Bucer lov'd all 


4 Ron 
that had ſomething of Chriſt in them; and Job p ade © 


ed with his Friends, hy ao you perſecute me ſeg the ; 
Root of the Matter is in me? 


(4thly,) THE weak in Faith are Chrift's Serv ants, 
they ſtand or fall to their own Maſter, they are among 
thoſe for whom Chriſt died. Our Bleſſed Saviour 


taught Moderation towards them by his own Exam- 


ple : He broke not the bruiſed Reed, nor quenched the 


ſmoa ing Flax; he often rebuk'd the Weakneſs of his 
| Diſciples, yet ſtill continued them in his Fellowſhip, 
tho' they continued long under Miſtakes about the 
Nature of his Kingdom. As he hath therefore re- 


ceived us, ſo let us receive one another, Rom. xv. 
(Ithh,) Some. who are zealous for Truth, look ſhy 


on others who incline to Moderation and Unity, as if 
they were indifferent in the Matters of God: and they 
on the other hand, blame their Brethren for a raſh and 


fiery Zeal : And ſome are biggoted even in their Zeal 


for Moderation and Unity. It's to be fear'd there 


have been Faults of all Sides among us. Fa Zeal an 


Moderation are not inconſiſtant, if they keep due 


Bounds ; if they paſs that, Zeal becomes turbulent, 


- and 1 degenerates into Luke - warmneſ⸗ 


Nay, they are ſo far from being inconfiſtent, thar "" 
for Truth obliges to Moderation, becauſe Moc 
a Gi el Truth. Let your Moderation be Too: 


"Tur Apoſtie Paul was as zealous for Trut 
of the Apoſt les, Gal ii. 7. To whom we gave / 
Yet none recommended Moderation morc 


both by Word and Example; z for he became 


to all Men. 
(6:hly,) Tre moſt eminent Chriſtians : c 


to Miſtakes in the way of advancing the ſar 
This Conſideration ſhou'd make us all be 


ties of one another. 5 \ 


. 


x „ 
Cibh,) CunisriAx Forbearance is the way to edi- 
fy one another in Faith and Love; but uncharitable 
" Diviſions create Contention: and where there is Con- 
F  zention, there is Confuſion, and every evil Work. Divi- 
ſions among Chriſtians hath ſtumbled both Fews and 
FT FHeathens. BCC 5 
xx in Truth and Love, was in a remarkable 
Mleaſure, the Glory of Diſſenters in this Kingdom, 
rom the firſt Daw ning of the Reformation here. But 
glas! our Gold is become dim, our Mararites purer 
than Snow, are become blacker than a Coal, Our 
-  - Breach is become wide like the Ocean. May the pre- 
cious Blood of Chriſt, and Balm of Gilead, heal our, 
Diviſions; and Wiſdom from above direct us always 


＋* 


in the Ways of Truth and Peace. 
P.  __- (8b) Tux Pioſpect which all who love our Lon 
Isus in Sincerity, have of joyning together in the 
New Feruſalem, ſhou'd unite their Hearts in Love 
and Charity here. Biſhop Ridley ſhow'd too little 
Porbearance to Hooper's Scruples about Veſtments : 
Het aferward they cmbraced one another, at the Stake. 
] doubt not but in the unhappy Diviſions among us, 
Piany on both Sides, treated one another with too great 
famerneſs and Contempt, and too little Charity and 
mindchrance, who yet are united in one Lord, ang one 
Jo and ſhall hereafter joyn iogether with a perfect 
Iny, in the New Jeruſalem; ſaying, Hohn 
ad, %, Bleſing, and Honour, Glory and Power, to 
(2410, /ittetb on the Throne, and to the Lamb, for 
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„„ 
(7thly,) CunisriAx Forbearance is the way to edi- 
ſy one another in Faith and Love; but uncharitable 

Diviſions create Contention: and where there is Con- 
tention, there is Confuſion, and every evil Work. Divi- . 
iſiions among Chriſtians hath ſtumbled both Fews and 


oO, PE wet] 
= Unity in Truth and Love, was in a remarkable 


”  - Meaſure, the Glory of Diſſenters in this Kingdom, 
from the firſt Dawning of the Reformation here, But 
alas! our Gold is become dim, our Mararites purer 
than Snow, are become blacker than a Coal. Our 
'- __- Breach is become wide like the Ocean. May the pre- 
cious Blood of Chriſt, and Balm of Gilead, heal our, 
| Diviſions z and Wiſdom from above direct us always 


the Ways of Truth and Peace, © 

„ ( (8b) Tn Proſpect which all who love our Loxp 
© |  Jesvs in Sincerity, have of joyning together in the 
New Feruſalem, ſhou'd unite their Hearts in Love 
and Charity here. Biſhop Ridley ſhow'd too little 
Vorbearance to Hooper's Scruples about Veſtments : 
ö yet aferward they cmbraced one another, at the Stake. 
1 doubt not but in the unhappy Diviſions among us, 
any on both Sides, treated one another with too great 


1 -erneſs and Contempt, and too little Charity and 
4 Trance, who yet are united in one Lord, anq one 

i and ſhall hereafter joyn iogether with a perfect 

| ny, in the New Jeruſalem ; ſaying, Hanna, 

x % Bleſſing, and Honour, Glory and Power, to 
1 ſitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb, for 
: ver, Amen... 1 
.- ; . 5 : 
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